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Shoreham Emergency Plan
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I All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 1
I' times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 1
: are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people :
1 such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnantor
1 with young children. 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
[N ]

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via
email at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk. If you are giving the details of another
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement.
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Springing forward March is definitely a month for renewal and optimism! Gone are the dark
days of winter, even if the temperature rise sometimes lags behind, and up come the daffodils to
greet St David’s Day! But the fall of the calendar this year, with Easter towards the end of April,
means that March includes both the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday (March 5th) and its midpoint,
Mothering Sunday (March 30th). That Sunday is also in one way the shortest day of the year, with
children (and helpful Dads too!) having just 23 hours in which to spoil their Mumes, since that’s
the night the clocks go forward.

In Shoreham Church we will definitely be putting our best foot forward and springing into action
now that Revd Diane and Alain have left us and moved to Bradford-on-Avon. A huge thank you
to all who gave so generously to their farewell gifts and who came to celebrate their nearly ten
years at last month’s party in the church. Quite apart from all the developments Diane has been a
part of and the growth she has fostered in the parish, she has left us with a splendid new stained
glass window, to be installed over the doors of the Church Room facing out across the churchyard
and up to the cross on the hill.

So as we prepare for the next stage, and as in previous interregnums, it will be very much “business
as usual”. All the usual church services continue, with support from visiting priests and in
particular Revd Adie McCall who is already well known to the church and village from the many
times she has stepped in in Revd Diane’s absence. We’re also very fortunate to have two Lay
Readers - Bill Latimer and Bryan Harris - who will be sharing the honours of this editorial column
with Elaine Scott, our recently elected Churchwarden, and me.

There’ll be Breakfast Church every first Sunday at 9am, great for families and anyone who likes
bacon rolls and croissants! Every Friday morning there are “Friday Prayers”, there’s “Coffee and
Chat” on the first Friday of the month and on Sunday evenings in Lent there’ll be an opportunity
for fellowship and discussion. Weddings, baptisms and, inevitably, funerals will continue as
normal; there’ll be the usual pastoral care for those who need it, home communion for those who
struggle to get to church and - most importantly - the church is open to all every day as a place for
quiet contemplation or prayer.

There will be a new vicar, but how we find one will be less straightforward than last time as we
expect the Bishop of Rochester to ask our new Archdeacon to at least consider options for pastoral
reorganisation within the Shoreham Deanery. Many churches are already joined together -
Eynsford, Farningham and Lullingstone being the nearest example - and clergy numbers are
falling, so we need to be realistic about what’s possible for our relatively small (but perfectly
formed!) parish. It might remain a part-time post or be suitable for someone semi-retired; it might
become part of a larger team. And clearly the vicarage is an attractive asset too.

We know the process is not speedy, but in the meantime we will be working closely with our
neighbours to find the best way forward. Happily for us, the new priest just appointed to start in
Otford in May - Revd Kelly Parsons - was recruited with pastoral reorganisation specifically in
mind and has experience of working in a larger team.

We are sure the village will be as supportive as ever and we welcome any questions or suggestions
on how we shape the future and spring forward together!

Johnny Aisher , Churchwarden, shorehamparish@gmail.com
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TCH Computing

TN Plumbing /g’as PC Maintenance and Support

Tom Housden
Computer Engineer

Breakdowns i Callouts

Se erce § M al ntenance | provide help with your computer, from
" operating system and software installation to
PLU m b in g H eatin g GaS diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to

giving one-to-tuition.
These are a few of the services | offer:

Call for a free estimate
[ support for Windows 7 to Windows 11

Mark Grifﬁn [l New computer recommendations and builds
[ Upgrades to Windows 11
® 07919 621 171 : 07521 841 945 I Adice om backup procedures

[ Malware scanning and removal

markcharlesgriffin@hotmail.co.uk

For more information, please contact

@ tnplumbingandheating.com me:
07845 139848 / 01959 522361
© Sevenoaks & Surrounding Villages tom_housden2k8@yahoo.co.uk

SaE:
q/t_)guﬂ:e/ i}r_(t/Q/Q/ q/t_)G'O-'CQA/

A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of historic Shoreham.
Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit.
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk
enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk *+ 07889 998988




MARCH SERVICES AT ST PETER AND ST PAUL

Sunday 2nd March - Sunday before Lent
9am Breakfast@Church
6pm Holy Communion

Wednesday 5th March - Ash Wednesday
6pm Holy Communion with imposition of ashes

Friday 7th March
9.30am Friday Prayers

Sunday 9th March - Lent 1
9am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Morning Worship
6pm Lent Discussion

Friday 14th March
9.30am Friday Prayers
Sunday 16th March - Lent 2
10am Holy Communion
6pm Lent Discussion

Friday 21st March
9.30am Friday Prayers

Sunday 23rd March - Lent 3
10am Holy Communion with Choir
6pm Lent Discussion

Friday 28th March
9.30am Friday Prayers

Sunday 30th March - Lent 4 - Mothering Sunday
10am Morning Worship with Communion and distribution of posies
6pm Lent Discussion

GIVING UP FOR LENT?

Lent is often seen as a time of abstinence or resisting temptation, as Jesus did in the
wilderness for 40 days. But this annual self-discipline is essentially intended as
preparation for the renewal of Easter, and that can include taking up a daily routine of
contemplation, reading or prayer. This year the Church of England’s Lent theme
is Living Hope and via their website you can sign up to receive daily Lenten messages
straight to your inbox. They will offer Bible readings, short reflections and a practical
challenge, as well as prayers linked to weekly themes.

The readings and reflections explore how we can have hope in times of frustration or
uncertainty; the hope found in joining with others; the invitation to notice signs of hope
around us; the courage to face reality and pursue a hopeful future; and the ways God
transforms death into life at Easter.



I'm George, a Shoreham resident In SPZ red By Nature,
and a florist of 30 years, providing

bouquet deliveries, funeral pieces Created With Love )
and large scale events. ¢ )

Using locally grown blooms,
where possible, from my
wonderful grower in Eynsford.

Visit the website to make an online
order or give us a call.

[EekE] 07904 036 403
www.gchapmanflowers.com
T george@gchapmanflowers.com

OPEN DAILY FROM
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A True Mini-Supermarket
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For those who would like to join our weekly group discussions on these themes, we will
be meeting in the Church Room on Sunday evenings from 6-7pm, starting on Sunday 9th
March. Copies of the accompanying book will be available so you can follow along at
home and needn’t worry if you cannot attend every week.
So this year, instead of chocolate, why not try giving up an hour of your weekend instead
and see where it takes you?!

Johnny Aisher, Churchwarden

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER
Funeral Sheila Maclening Friday 14 February

Interment of ashes Patricia Hinks Saturday 15 February

COFFEE AND CHAT —FRIDAY 7" MARCH

Do treat yourself to a healthy walk to the Church Room for a convivial cup of coffee (or
tea) and a chance to pass the time of day with village friends. The first Friday of each
month, 10.30am - 12.00 noon, everyone welcome - no previous experience or religious
knowledge required!

SHOREHAM CHURCH STAY AND PLAY

Every Monday in term time - 9.30-11.30 in the Village Hall. For pre-school aged children
accompanied by a parent or carer. ALL WELCOME’

SHOREHAM VILLAGE STORES

With the cost of living still a worry for many, it’s never a good idea to assume that the
prices in the Stores are higher than those of the supermarkets. If you compare like with
like, you’ll often find us competitive. Across the shelves, there’s a distinct cherry theme
to some of our new offerings this month. In our fresh fruit section there are now some
black cherries from Chile. And for those who like to keep up with the latest in soft drinks,
we have Lucozade Alert Cherry Blast and Dr Pepper Zero Sugar Cherry Crush.

Gifts, treats, chocolates, cards and wines (including Prosecco) will be available for
Mother’s Day at the end of March, and you can stock up ahead of time with Easter
goodies too.

Raj and Venkat

SHOREHAM WI

Our next WI meeting will take place on Tuesday 4 March at 12.45 for 1.00pm, with
lunch, in the Village Hall. We are looking forward to welcoming lan Thompson (from
Halstead) who will give us a talk on “The Lady Code Breakers of Bletchley Park”,
following on from our fascinating trip to Bletchley Park last autumn that some of our
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members were unfortunately unable to join. We are always pleased to have visitors and
potential new members, and please send any enquiries to Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk

The March Community Coffee morning will be held on Thursday 13 March in the
Village Hall, as usual from 10am to 12pm. Everyone will be made very welcome at
this monthly community event where lots of catching-up and meeting new people takes
place. The cost is only £2 for tea/coffee and cake, served with genuine smiles!
Shoreham WI

SHOREHAM BOARD GAME EVENING RETURNS
Tuesday 11 March, come any time from 5pm to 9pm, The Samuel Palmer Pub

In February we held Shoreham’s first board game evening and it was a fun and lively
night. Over thirty people came along to play games, meet fellow locals, and share a
lovely evening together. We had people of all ages from families with young kids to
seasoned board gamers and village veterans, enjoying everything from classics like
Operation to modern hits like Codenames and Happy Salmon.

It was such fun that we’re making it a regular event on the second Tuesday of every
month! So if you’re looking for a fun evening in the village, don’t be shy and come along
on the 11 of March to the Samuel Palmer. Everyone is welcome. We’ll have a huge
selection of games, including some exciting new ones, and if you have a favourite game,
bring it along! Don’t worry about the rules - we’ll explain everything super quick.

We’ll be in the restaurant area of the pub and it’s a casual drop-in event - just show up
any time and we’ll help you find a game and a table. Food will be available to order until
6.30pm. The rest is all about laughs, good times, and a bit of friendly competition!

The event is hosted by Ceri & Natalie Price who live in the village and are board game
lovers and inventors. Questions? Email Ceri at cezprice@gmail.com.

OVER 60s

Village Hall at 2pm. Tea and cake, as always.

Wednesday 12th March - James Saynor: A history of Shoreham through seven pictures.
Wednesday 26th March - my life as a City of London tour guide by Liz Scott.

Huge thanks to Suna and Kath who arrange our programme throughout the year.

CENTENARIANS BEWARE

Following my birthday celebrations, | was on my way to check in at Heathrow Airport
for a visit to my family in the United States. The process was delayed for almost an
hour and a half before they could “override” the system, which had classified me as a
six week old unaccompanied minor!

Ken
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Andrew McKay

Qualified and experienced Carpenter
Also experienced in external and internal painting
Free quotes and advice

07949 011806
Email: amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk

«%» HELENBREEZE | RS0 Soccuusrs

We are an independent residential lettings
and management agent and have been
assisting landlords for 30 years in Eynsford,
Shoreham, Farningham and surrounding

villages.
arla | propertymark
PROTECTED

12 LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN13 1AJ

01732 740789
[ £] WWW.HELENBREEZE.CO.UK

If you would like more information or
to arrange a free consultation please
contact our lettings team.

DianeH@hbpm.co.uk

Shoreham Village School

You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.

Please contact us on:
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School

our: “Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. ...they
« happy, caring, small and inclusive environment behave well in lessons and around school

« superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff

« wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive
grounds and an allotment

« range of before and after-school clubs

“Pupils achieve well academically and make a
positive contribution in their future lives.”

Ofsted, April 2019

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net




NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL, FEBRUARY 2025

Our school chair recently had the unforgettable opportunity to join 8,500 children at the
02 Arena for the spectacular Young Voices 2024 concert. With passion, pride, and an
undeniable love for music, our young singers delivered a performance to remember,
filling the arena with their enthusiasm and energy. The evening was nothing short of
magical, as our choir had the honour of singing alongside the incredible Tommy Blaize,
the powerhouse lead singer from the Strictly Come Dancing band. Their voices blended
beautifully with the renowned musician, creating a truly special moment. Adding to the
excitement, our students danced along with the dynamic Urban Strides, a group of elite
street dancers who brought electrifying energy to the stage. The children moved to the
rhythm, soaking up every moment of the high-energy performance. And to top it all off,
they had the privilege of singing with the talented Souparnika Nair, the Britain’s Got
Talent star, whose stunning vocals added to the awe-inspiring atmosphere. The event
was a true goosebump-inducing experience, one that our young singers will cherish for
years to come. Their dedication and enthusiasm were evident in every note, and we
couldn’t be prouder of them! The Young Voices concert is not just about singing—it’s
about coming together through music, creating lifelong memaories, and experiencing the
sheer joy of performance. A huge well done to our fantastic choir for their commitment
and hard work in preparing for this incredible event. You have made our school proud,
and we cannot wait to see where your musical journey takes you next!

We said a sad farewell to Reverend Diane this week, who is retiring and therefore leaving
the village. Not only has Reverend Diane had a big part to play in helping us celebrate
many assemblies and special occasions, she has also been a governor of the school for
four years and has met with many children in that role, to seek their views of the
school. We had a lovely assembly with singing and poems written by the children and
we gave her a very special, framed, hippo-shaped wordcloud, with words chosen by the
children to describe Diane. She will be very much missed as part of our community.

As a small village school, we thrive on the generosity and support of our local
community. We are currently seeking volunteers to help in school with activities such as
reading or supporting class projects. If you have some time to spare and would like to
make a difference in the lives of our pupils, we would love to hear from you. All
volunteers will be subject to DBS and safeguarding measures to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of our children.

We still have some limited spaces for pupils available in some year groups, so if you
know anyone who is looking for a small friendly school with high standards and lots of
lovely outdoor space, please ask them to call us to arrange a tour. Phone: 01959 522228
or email: office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk

Gillian Lovatt-Young, Headteacher

SHOREHAM & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Our meeting on Friday 21 March will be our AGM, when everyone is welcome to hear
about everything we’ve been up to over the past year. After those brief formalities,
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rj NEWLANDS JOINERY

the finest handcrafted joinery

Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest
joinery and bespoke joinery within
the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and
customer satisfaction. All of which are among
some of the most important things to us.
To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.

01959 522981

info@newlandsjoinery.com

www.newlandsjoinery.com

Kent Barn,Filston Farm,Filston Lane
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU
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there’ll be a fascinating-sounding talk on the struggles and triumphs of the Suffragettes
of Kent, by Jennifer Godfrey. The meeting starts at 8pm in the Village Hall, with
refreshments from 7.30. Non-members are always very welcome. It will be time for
current members to renew their annual subs, and of course we’re always pleased to see
new members.

The March meeting will see Lynda Alleeson step down as our Secretary after many years
of sterling service. So if helping us out as our new Secretary appeals to you, do get in
touch. You can contact Suzie at faubert@btinternet.com

Always remember our website for all the news that’s fit to print on the history of
Shoreham: https://shorehamkenthistory.weebly.com

James Saynor

HORTICULTURAL SPRING SHOW SATURDAY 29™ MARCH

We are looking forward to welcoming you to the first of our shows for this year, which
will take place on Saturday 29" March at the Village Hall.

This is the smallest of the shows and the unpredictable weather will determine what
flowers are out in the gardens so it would be wonderful to have our very own host of
golden daffodils, tulips or blossoms - please see schedule! Why not enter some of your
blooms so we can create a celebration of spring in the Village Hall?

If you don’t have flowers there will be the opportunity for cooks in the home baking
classes.

We are sure there will have been lots of craft projects and painting that have been created
over the winter months and we would love to see them.

Get the children involved with the art and craft classes.

We think there is something for everyone and even if you don’t want to exhibit anything,
you can be sure there will be a warm welcome to the show so why not come along and
take a look?

If you would like to request a show schedule, please email shorehamhortsoc@gmail.com
Schedules will also be available from the village store.

Exhibits should be bought to the hall between 10.00am and 12.00 and staged by 12 noon
prompt, please try to register your entry by Friday 28" March as this really helps us on
the day. Details can be found on the entry form.

Doors will be open to the public at 2.00pm when you will be able to view the show and
enjoy refreshments. Prize giving will take place at 3.15.

We look forward to welcoming both seasoned and new members to the society or just
drop in for tea and homemade cakes after 2pm, you will be made very welcome. If you
would like to join our happy, friendly society, please come and speak to a committee
member at the show.

Sharon Desmond, Show Secretary
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Idyllic location in Wensleydale _ o ‘ -'
Mobile Foot Health Professional service

in the comfort of your own home | P
3 bedrooms - sleeps 6/7, Enclosed garden
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Need help with

LI.T. issues ? M

Contact

THE
MOUNT VINEYARD

Andrew
Prosphero - IT Support

Award winning sparkling and still wines

grown locally in Shoreham
For professional and

friendly advice and support
for home and business use 01959 524008
t.01732 742454
m. 07957 648461
andrew@prosphero.co.uk www.themountvineyard.co.uk

Helping hard working,
health conscious people to
solve their frustrating
painful problems, regain

mobility and get back to |c]n THO rnley

their active lives. — OSTEOPATHY—'

4

at the Quadrangle, Shoreham
Discovery session available

Find out how we can help www.itosteopathy.co.uk

no risk and no obligation 07738 017206
-call or visit website for details G] @itosteo

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention




LIKE A BAT OUT OF WHAT?
This is a story of wood, Willow in fact!
And it’s Shoreham Willow, grown
locally to be made into...Cricket Bats.

In the short time we have lived in
Shoreham | have been constantly
amazed by what the village has to offer.
Not only do we have places to eat, drink
and play, we also have, to name just a
few, musicians, actors, writers,
inventors, and so many more talented
people. | have been inspired to write this
as | cannot believe my luck in learning
about and then meeting the Dinnis
family. I'm a keen supporter and player
of cricket, and when | was told that John
Dinnis grows willows which are then
made into cricket bats, my heart skipped a beat. | could not believe there was yet another
dimension to this village. But readers, yes there is.

John and son George (pictured above, with willow tree and with bats) Dinnis are keen
cricketers, and about 30 years ago John got the idea to grow cricket quality willows on
his farm as he has links to John Newbury who founded Newbury Cricket Bats. The
willows at that time were grown specifically for Newbury. The making of the bats was
then taken over by JS Wright who now purchase the willow for bats to be made in the
UK and India.

There are about 50 trees growing at any one time and when any are cut down, they are
replaced. They take about 15 years to reach the stage to be harvested and must have a
circumference of 58 inches before a specialist will come and remove them. They are
harvested in winter while the sap is low.

George is continuing the tradition and has very generously offered the Shoreham and
Otford Cricket Club the opportunity to purchase some of the bats. | am excited by the
thought that a pair of these locally grown bats may one day hang in our clubhouse. What
a story for the village and the club.

Thank you to the Dinnis family for sharing their story. Leanne

TEMENOS CHAMBER CHOIR

Gloria! Vivaldi and Valls. Saturday 22 March, 7.30pm in St Nicholas Church,
Sevenoaks.

Vivaldi’s dazzling Gloria, with its memorable tunes and infectious optimism, needs no
introduction — it is one of the most popular choral works in the repertoire. Temenos is
delighted to have the opportunity to sing it with the superb St Cecilia Baroque Players.
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MAT & REFORMER CLASSES
PRIVATE TUITION

SPORTS CONDITIONING
REHABILITATION

Spllates

THE STUDIO

now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries,
Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN

Tel: 01959 562192 or 07799 534191
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk

ghoreham Village

Ak X

Pre-School

Rated Outstanding by OFSTED,
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers a
happy, safe and stimulating environment
for your little one to start their education.

Contact Michelle Philbrick

T: 01959 52 5577

E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk

LB

Carpentry & [Joinery
made to customers’ particular specifications and requirements

Russell H Bailey « mobile 07957 560575
rhbcarpentryandjoinery@gmail.com

Phone Sockets/Broadband

25 YRS BT ENGINEER
Fully Insured

New Phone & Broadband sockets / extensions
Fault finding repairs / Improve broadband speeds
Cat 5 wiring

Internal/external re-routing and tidying of cables

prior to double glazing
G.NUGENT (7845 705900

www.fixyourline.co.uk

Gulliver’s Travels

Otford based Private Hire Taxi
for pre-booked trips:
* Airports (we meet you in the Terminal)
* Hospital visits (wait and return)
* Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem)
* London
* Days Out (golf, seaside etc)

Ring Simon for a quote 07956 808747
or Email OtfordTaxi@gmail.com




By contrast Valls, a contemporary of Bach and Handel and maestro di capilla of
Barcelona cathedral, is much less well-known. His Missa Scala Aretina has been unjustly
neglected; it is an exciting, dramatic piece for three choirs, orchestra and continuo, in
which one unorthodox dissonance roused a furious musical controversy which raged for
eight years! Don’t miss this opportunity to hear this rarely-performed work.

Tickets £20 (£10 students) from www.ticketsource.co.uk, 01959 523765, or visit
Sevenoaks bookshop.

Kate Britten

TthhOI’ehan] Not long now until our first Shoreham Shine for
2025! The village clean up is on Saturday 15%

S()Ciety March, 9am to 4pm based at the Village Hall.

Here’s a sample of the jobs to choose from:

e Litter picking in all village streets and in the roads leading to Shoreham. In previous
years, we have found the village streets to be quite clean, but all sorts of stuff gets
dumped in the road verges outside the village.

e Cleaning the telephone box and road signs

e  Weeding the edges of the pavements

e  Sweeping the multi-use games area (aka MUGA) on the Rec
e Removing tree guards from the woods

We have good quality tools for you to use. In the Village Hall, you will find a warm
welcome, a hot drink, biscuits and all equipment. Afterwards, you will hopefully see a
big pile of rubbish outside awaiting collection.

Traffic and Parking in Shoreham

For decades residents have been concerned about traffic and parking problems,
especially when visitors come at the weekend. There have been many discussions over
the years and no easy solutions have been found. A positive move is that the Parish
Council has commissioned a report on possible solutions. This was presented at a recent
public meeting. Its proposals include double yellow lines on certain corners or junctions
and a 30mph speed limit along Filston Lane as far as Twitton. The report focusses on
ease of traffic movement.

The Parish Council is keen to hear from as wide a range of opinions as possible and you
are invited to write in with your views. The email address is
clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk. You could also copy in the Shoreham Society
using the email address below.

We would also love you to join the Shoreham Society as a Member to support the
village — there is no obligation to be active! Please email for a form — membership costs
£5 for singles or £10 per year for households.
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Among past successes, as mentioned last month, was our role in the campaign to stop
the M25 passing through the parish. We should have noted that campaigning by the
village did block one of the options, which was to route the motorway down the middle
of the valley! The present route, which cuts through the woods, was the least worst of
the three possible routes. Membership to the Shoreham Society really does pay. Join up
today!

John Saynor, Chair; Sarah Andrews, Vice Chair; Rachel French, Secretary
shorehamsociety@gmail.com

CITIZENS ADVICE

The cost of energy is an increasing concern of many of our clients. We can help you to
access emergency funds and advise on ways of reducing energy bills. You can ring us
on the freephone number 0808 278 7810 (10am-3pm, Monday-Friday — be prepared to
hang on, as we are getting a hugely increased number of calls) or email
advice@nwekent.cab.org.uk. We can also give advice on many other areas - housing,
employment, benefits, debt, consumer problems and more - so don’t hesitate to contact
us. There is also extensive up-to-date information on all issues on the Citizens Advice
public website www.citizensadvice.org.uk.

Kate Britten

BOX-TALE SOUP - The Picture of Dorian Gray
Friday 4 April, Shoreham Village Hall, doors open 7.00 for a 7.30 start.

A welcome return of the award-winning company, regular performers at the Edinburgh
and Cheltenham Festivals, with their unique blend of puppetry, mask, movement, dance,
music and theatre. Life-size puppets, costume and scenery, all hand-crafted by the actors,
create a captivating world. https://boxtalesoup.co.uk/about.

“They are wonderful!” The Times

“What does it profit a person if they gain the whole world and lose their own soul?”
Dorian Gray, young and beautiful, sinks deep into a frivolous lifestyle of selfish abandon,
seeming unchanged by corruption and untouched by age. But behind a locked door,
beneath a heavy curtain, Dorian’s portrait tells a different story in this original adaptation
by the company of Oscar Wilde’s haunting story of evil, debauchery and scandal.

Tickets £12.00, on sale from 27 February, from www.shorehamvillageplayers.co.uk and
Shoreham Village Stores.*

Shoreham Village Players

APPLICATION FOR ENROLMENT ON THE CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
THE PARISH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL SHOREHAM KENT

The church electoral roll is renewed completely every six years and this has to be done
in 2025. Everybody who wishes to have their name entered on the new roll, whether it is
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entered on the present roll or not, is requested to apply for enrolment using the
church form.

Anyone over the age of 16 can apply to be on the roll so they can be part in the life
and running of the church, including the Annual Parish Church Meeting on Sunday
6™ April 2025.

Forms can be found in the back of the Church, on the church website
www.shorehamchurchkent.org or by applying to shorehamchurch7@gmail.com

If you have any problems please contact the Electoral Roll Officer, Ann Ball, who will
be pleased to help you. The form needs to be returned by 21st March by email
shorehamchurch7@gmail.com or deliver to Ann Ball at Oxbourne View, Mill Lane,
TN14 7TP.

Ann Ball, shorehamchurch7@gmail.com

AWINTER DIET OF ANTS

There are three woodpeckers native to the UK, Great Spotted,
the rare Lesser Spotted and the largest of the three, the Green
Woodpecker. Although they look similar, Green Woodpeckers
are not closely related to the other two woodpeckers and most
importantly they don’t peck wood! Where other woodpeckers
drum on hollow wood to advertise their presence, Green CARING FOR
Woodpeckers have a loud, laughing call or ‘yaffle’. Yaffle, GOD’S ACRE
Laughing Betsey and Yaffingale are all traditional names for this

magnificent bird.

Green Woodpeckers can be seen in churchyards all year round and give a splash of colour
in the winter months when there may not be much to be seen. They are bright green in
colour with a yellow rump and red cap: look out for their swooping flight as they come
to feed in churchyards.

The main food of Green Woodpeckers is ants, and they have an extraordinary tongue for
pulling ants and ant larvae out of anthills. Their tongues are extremely long and sticky,
for probing deep into the anthill and sucking up ants. Green Woodpeckers’ tongues
measure about 10cm, a third of the length of the whole bird! When not feeding this long
thin tongue is coiled within the birds’ skull, resting behind their eyes and around their
brains.

Y

The yellow meadow ant which builds anthills in grassland is common in churchyards, so
Green Woodpeckers have a year-round source of food. These anthills are a sign of
ancient, traditionally managed meadow so, although hard to mow around, they are really
special, please look after them. As well as feeding the woodpeckers they often have
different plants growing on them, so look out for the flash of green and red followed by
the laughing “yaffle’ and then, in the spring and summer see what plants you can find on
your anthills too.
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FIRST SIGNS OF SPRING ON THE WING

You can listen as well as look for the first signs of
spring and the call of the Chiffchaff never fails to
delight. This small buff and brown bird, sometimes
described by bird watchers as one of the Small
Brown Jobs or SBJs, is for many the sound of early
spring. Chiffchaffs are not true migrants, but they
do move south in response to cold weather, often
wintering in southern Europe. They have always
been one of the first birds to return in spring and
now, in response to climate change, more
Chiffchaffs are remaining in the UK over winter,
moving to warmer places and waiting for spring

before starting to sing.

The Chiffchaff is a leaf warbler, restlessly searching for small insects on the undersides
of leaves, sometimes hovering and reaching to pick them off or darting out to catch them
on the wing when, if you listen carefully, you may hear its bill snap shut on the insect.
Its fine, needle-like bill is perfect for picking up its prey.

The Chiffchaff calls its name, an example of onomatopoeia like the Cuckoo. It has a
loud, two-tone song and can sing for hours on end. March is a great time to spot as well
as hear Chiffchaffs as many of the taller trees that they favour are still without leaves.
British warblers tend to have subtle, camouflaged plumage and many look very similar,
particularly if you are peering into a tree or shrub catching a glimpse of part of a moving
bird! The Chiffchaff is nearly identical to the Willow Warbler for example but has a
completely different song and this is the easiest way to identify these birds.

So listen out for your first Chiffchaff and if you hear one in your local churchyard or
cemetery then you can record it using iNaturalist by visiting
https://uk.inaturalist.org/projects/beautiful-burial-grounds You can use this to upload a
recording of the song, much easier than trying to get a photograph!

Prue Dakin, Office and Communications Manager, Caring for God's Acre

SHOREHAM VILLAGE DIARY FOR MARCH 2025

Tuesday 4 WI talk by lan Thompson Village Hall 1pm
Friday 7 Coffee and Chat Church Room 10.30am
Tuesday 11 Board Game Evening Samuel Palmer 5pm
Wednesday 12  Over 60s talk by James Saynor Village Hall 2pm
Thursday 13 WI Community Coffee Morning  Village Hall 10am
Saturday 15 Make Shoreham Shine Village Hall 9am
Friday 21 Historical Society AGM and talk  Village Hall 8pm
Saturday 22 Temenos Chamber Choir St Nicholas Church, Sevenoaks 7.30pm
Wednesday 26  Over 60s talk by Liz Scott Village Hall 2pm
Saturday 29 Horticultural Spring Show Village Hall 2pm
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SHOREHAM GAZETTE

Do take a good look at our adverts for local services. The Stag is updated every month
with their latest stage and screen productions.

Donations are welcome to Ken Fowler, who heads the distribution team, or by bank
transfer to SHOREHAM P C C Sort code 090155 Account number 00193703. Please
reference your name and gazette.

Copy for April Gazette by 18" March to shorehamgazette@gmail.com
Word attachment in Times New Roman 10 and single spacing, please.

Editor Anna Fischel shorehamgazette@gmail.com

Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street TN14 7TB 01959 522365
Advertising Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com 07415209432
Postal Gazettes Terry Clark terryshoreham@gmail.com

SIAG WHAT'S ON AT THE STAG SEVENOAKS STAG

SEVENOAKS SEVENOAKS

STAGE ¢ SCREEN ¢« COMMUNITY

THE STAG IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CHARITY

WHAT’S ON SCREEN WHAT’S ON STAGE

MACBETH: DAVID TENNANT A3A AMERICANA

10™ MARCH 13™ MARCH

EXHIBITION ON SCREEN: 3!5::&@'5055 & LIONEL RICHIE SHOW
DAWN OF IMPRESSIONISM, PARIS 1874 powN IN THE VALLEY

18™ & 23%° MARCH 16™ MARCH

HANS ZIMMER & FRIENDS SEVENOAKS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
19™H & 23%° MARCH 16™ MARCH

THE ROYAL BALLET: ROMEO & JULIET  RaRL LOXLEY: SONGS OF STAGE & SCREEN

20 MARCH PEGGY LEE & ELLA FITZGERALD SHOW
DISNEY’S SNOW WHITE 27" MARCH
SHOWING FROM 215" MARCH TAYLOR SWIFT TRIBUTE SHOW
28™ MARCH
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE:
B ;'REXZ RElthLISH BALLET THEATRE
27™ MARCH THE ULTIMATE MOD REVUE
THE ROYAL OPERA: TURANDOT 4™ APRIL
157 APRIL EASTER PANTO: PINOCCHIO

5™ APRIL

BARGAIN WEDNESDAYS! PUSS IN BOOTS (FAMILY BALLET)
UPTO 50% OFF CINEMATICKETS WHEN BOOKED ON THE DAY/ “TH APR"_

BOX OFFICE: 01732 450175 ° FREE HOT DRINK OR POPCORN
WWW.STAGSEVENOAKS.CO.UK ENJOY A FREE HOT DRINK OR SMALL POPCORN ON PRODUCTION S'I'AG

THE STAG SEVENOAKS,
LONDON ROAD, SEVENOAKS, TN13 1ZZ

~ OFTHIS VOUCHER AND AVALID THEATRE OR CINEMA TICKET.
N
2 VALID UNTIL 01/04/25 SEVENOAKS
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Shoreham & Otford CC N

offers:
® Saturday and Sunday men’s cricket
* We play in divisions 1, 4 and 8 of the Kent County Village League
* Women’s cricket
® Junior coaching for boys & girls age 7-15 from April - July
* Winter nets at St Michael’s School
® The ground and pavilion can be hired, call Laurence for details

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

www.socc.uk

Find us on Instagram: @shorehamotfordcc Or Facebook: shoreham-otford-cricket-club
And you can even search for Shoreham Otford Cricket on Youtube
Contact: Laurence Cooper ® 07950 436009
Email - Seniors Men: sandoccavailabilities@gmail.com
Juniors: chrispollard_i@yahoo.com

\ Women: niceynz@gmail.com /

s < .~ i : /horeham Village Hah

Weddings . Parties .
Lectures . Societies .
4 Functions . Meetings.
> Free WiFi

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS

Are you interested in acting, singing,
directing, lighting & sound, stage
design & construction, costumes...
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life?

THEN COME AND JOIN US!

Email:
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com

To check availability:
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal
Ibooking/

Bookings by email only:
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk

Or call Janet Heuston on:
01959 523 979

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire

Afully accessible, beautiful, wooden building
with central reception space, kitchen and
changing rooms set overlooking the school
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood.

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend
events, adult or children’s learning or music
groups, and as a meeting room for social
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of
the field.

For all enquiries, please contact the
School Office on 01959 522228.




Yoga Classes

in Shoreham Village > f‘
| offer a variety of options: aﬁ%

* group * private and semi-private
* in-person and online * all abilities

Please contact me:
Email: info@yogabylucy.couk | Website: www.yogabylucy.co.uk
Phone: 07970 633053 | f© : @YogaBylucy

“Yoga doesn’t take time, it gives time”

01732 462731

INFO@RYESACCOUNTING.CO.UK

YES

accounting

L’ POWERED BY REAL-TIME-DATA

i&Amherst

CERTIFIED XERO GOLD PARTNERS
Accountancy

SHOREHAM
ALLOTMENTS
ASSOCIATION

Grow your own!

BED & BREAKFAST Annual rents
Self-contained Contact Sophie Marsh on « Full plot £25
detached 01959 525656/07752 164452 -Half plot £15
barn, offering sophie@darenthulme.co.uk - Quarter plot £10

comfortable and | darenthulme.co.uk

Membership Secretary
quietly stylish Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd. Vannessa Hills

accommodation | Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU v.hiIIsO98@gmaiI.com




SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

THE DARENTH

COUNTRY CLUB

THE DARENTH, STATION ROAD, SHOREHAM, SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN14 75A
01959 522944 «» INFO@THEDARENTH.COM « WWW.THEDARENTH.COM






