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Shoreham Emergency Plan 

All major emergencies are dealt with by the emergency services. However, there may be 
times such as power cuts, snow and ice, flooding or storms where the emergency services 
are not required. These conditions can make life challenging for more vulnerable people 
such as the elderly, infirm, disabled, sick or even someone who maybe heavily pregnant or 
with young children. 

If you'd like to be on the list either permanently or temporarily, or you know someone 
who would, then please contact Amanda Barlow, the Parish Clerk on 0791 2611048 or via 
email at clerk@shorehamparishcouncil.gov.uk. If you are giving the details of another 
person please ensure you have their permission and agreement. 
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Mpwapwa matters Water. Water filters to be precise. You may remember back in 2018, 

when Gillian Lovatt-Young and I returned from Mpwapwa, Tanzania, how enthusiastic 

we both were at the positive impact a £15 water filter could have. Having met our two 

linked schools and St Joseph’s parish in Chunyu, we witnessed the difference that a 

water filter could make to health and the consequent impact this had on all aspects of 

people’s lives. 

There is now another exciting thing happening in Mpwapwa, again to do with 

water. This time a Drip Irrigation scheme. It works like this … for the cost of £350, a 

farmer is provided with all the materials (and training) to set up a drip irrigation scheme. 

The water usually comes from a large tank, which is filled from the nearest bore hole. 

This can be hard physical work if the hole is some distance away. The cost of the 

equipment is given as a loan, with the expectation that it will be paid back in a year’s 

time … this is then used to provide the equipment for another farmer … and so the 

scheme spreads. 

Before the scheme was introduced, the harvest was dependent on getting rain at 

the right time, in the right quantity. If that all went your way, there would usually be one 

harvest a year. With the drip irrigation scheme, farmers are often getting up to 3 harvests 

a year … and most farmers are able to pay back the £350 within 3 or 4 months of starting. 

It is wonderful to see how a relatively small amount of money can have such a 

transformative impact. 

Talking of money … you may remember back in 2021 (in the midst of Covid) 

when I turned 60, I decided to walk ‘60 Miles a Month for Mpwapwa’ until I reached 

61. Thanks to your generosity that raised over £4000. All of these funds have now been

sent to Mpwapwa for a variety of projects/organisations, including:

~ Chunyu Primary School, who need more desks (currently 4 pupils to each 

desk). 

~ Chunyu Secondary School used some money to help students after a fire in a 

dorm destroyed all their books and uniform. They now also have the possibility of setting 

up their own drip irrigation scheme. 

~ St Joseph’s parish, who were making bricks and building a bigger church, 

when we visited in 2018. They have now finished the roof and also have the opportunity 

to set up a drip irrigation scheme to provide ongoing funds for the church. 

~ St Luke’s Health Centre, who do amazing work with few resources. 

~ Queen Esther Secondary School have been given some money towards a bore 

hole. 

Our friends in Mpwapwa, with whom we keep in regular touch by WhatsApp, 

always inspire me with their sense of gratitude, resilience and hope. We are excited to be 

hosting Bishop Luzineth from Mpwapwa Diocese, for the first weekend in November … 

see November Nibbles poster for invite … open to all on 1st November. 

Revd Diane 
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Visit Castle Farm for local farm foods, fresh eggs, 
ice cream, seasonal produce, home decorations & 

thoughtful gifts. 
Tuesday – Saturday: 9am – 5pm. 

Sunday & Bank Hols: 10am – 5pm. Closed on Mondays. 

Or�er o�li� �or be��tif�lly wr�ppe� �ifts & 
��mpers to � se�� n�t io�wi��. 

www.castlefarmkent.co.uk 01959 523219 

A characterful log cabin and a charming shepherd’s hut set in a beautiful 
meadow, a 10-minute stroll from the centre of  historic Shoreham.

Enjoy our heated outdoor pool and fire pit. 
www.whitehillwoods.co.uk 

enquiries@whitehillwoods.co.uk • 07889 998988 

TCH Computing 
PC Maintenance and Support 

Tom Housden 
Computer Engineer 

I provide help with your computer, from 
operating system and software installation to 
diagnosing and troubleshooting faults, to 
giving one-to-tuition. 
These are a few of the services I offer: 

Support for Windows 7 to Windows 11 
New computer recommendations and builds 
Upgrades to Windows 11 
Advice on backup procedures 
Malware scanning and removal 

For more information, please contact 
me: 
07845 139848 / 01959 522361 
tom_housden2k8@yahoo.co.uk 
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OPEN DAILY FROM 
8.00am to 8.00pm 7 days a week 

A True Mini-Supermarket 
F r e e  D e l i v e r y  

Post Office - Tues & Thurs 9.00am - 2.30pm 

Thusyanthan Nadarajah - 35 High St 01959 522 018 

Shoreham Village Stores 



ST PETER AND ST PAUL, SHOREHAM    SERVICES IN NOVEMBER 

3rd November - ALL SAINTS 

9am Breakfast@Church with the baptism of two young people 

Bishop Luzineth from Mpwapwa Diocese, Tanzania, will be with us at the service 

6pm Communion 

10th November - Remembrance Sunday 

9am Communion (BCP) 

10am REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 

With procession to the War Memorial by the river at 10.45am 

17th November - Safeguarding Sunday 

10am Morning Worship with Communion 

6pm Service - How to hear God 

24th November - Sunday before Advent 

10am Communion with Choir 

The Rev Dr Diane Rees 

The Vicarage, Station Road, Shoreham TN14 7SA 

revdrdi@outlook.com    01959 522363 

(Usual parish days Friday to Monday) 

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER   

Wedding     Emily Scott and Thomas McCabe 4 October 2024 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Our AGM this year is on Friday 8th November at 2.00pm in the Village Hall. After the 

meeting, which never lasts long, we have Mr Bob Ogley as our speaker talking about 

The Story of The Doodlebug. Afterwards there will be refreshments. This is open to all 

- you don't have to be a member of The RBL to attend. Like most societies in the village,

we are always looking for new Committee members. If you feel this is something you

would like to do, please get in touch before the AGM and you will be nominated. We are

a very friendly bunch, we meet in each other’s houses on the 1st Wednesday of every

month except August. You do, however, have to be a member of the RBL.

The Remembrance Service this year is on Sunday 10th November starting at 10.00am 

in The Church. After the service we will march down to The War Memorial for the 

Wreath Laying and reading of the names. The service finishes with a two minute silence. 

We try our very best to have the two minute silence at 11.00, so we like to be at the 

bridge/War Memorial by 10.50. Please come and join us in Church or at The War 

Memorial or both to help us Remember Shoreham's fallen.       Lorna Robinson RBL 
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COFFEE AND CHAT –FRIDAY 1st NOVEMBER 

Do treat yourself to a healthy walk to the Church Room for a convivial cup of coffee (or 

tea) and a chance to pass the time of day with village friends. The first Friday of each 

month, 10.30am - 12.00 noon, everyone welcome - no previous experience or religious 

knowledge required! 

SHOREHAM ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION 

All members of Shoreham Allotments Association are invited to attend the Annual 

General Meeting on Saturday 2nd November starting at 11am. 

This will be held at the Allotment site and will incorporate our Prize Giving for 2024. 

Refreshments will also be served. 

Jeremy Tooley 

APPEAL FROM SEVENOAKS (LOAVES & FISHES) FOODBANK 

Toiletries are welcome as well as food. The Loaves and Fishes foodbank team have been 

delighted with all the donations we gave over the summer - thank you for being so 

responsive to earlier appeals and generous with your gifts. 

There is a box for donations at the back of the church. 

SHOREHAM WI 

Our next WI meeting will be on Tuesday 5 November in the Village Hall, at 7.15pm for 

a 7.30pm start. We will be welcoming a representative from Neals Yard, who will talk 

to us about the Company’s ethos and their range of products, and we will have the 

opportunity to purchase some early Christmas presents! She is also a qualified breathing 

practice teacher (in Otford) and will lead some breathing practice for those who would 

like to join in.  We are always delighted to make new members and visitors welcome – 

please send any enquiries to Shoreham@wkfwi.org.uk 

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING 

We had a very successful coffee morning in October when over £321 was raised for Folly 

Wildlife Rescue, and we would like to thank everyone who came along and donated so 

generously to try to keep Folly going at this difficult time for them. 

The next Community Coffee Morning will be held on Thursday 14 November, 

in the Village Hall from 10am to 12 noon as usual. We will be asking for donations, 

rather than charging for coffee/tea and cake, as this month all proceeds will be donated 

to Hospice in the Weald. There will also be a raffle and a bric-a-brac table to peruse, also 

in aid of the Hospice. We hope lots of you will come along to enjoy the friendly 

atmosphere and help raise funds for this worthy cause. 

Shoreham WI 
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Andrew McKay 
Qualified and experienced Carpenter 

Also experienced in external and internal painting 

Free quotes and advice 

07949 011806 
Email: amckay1972@tiscali.co.uk 

Shoreham Village School 
You will be warmly welcomed at Shoreham Village School.   
Please contact us on: 
01959 522228 or office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

For more information, visit: www.shorehamvillageschool.net 

“Pupils are fully engaged in their learning. …they 
behave well in lessons and around school

“Pupils achieve well academically and make a 
positive contribution in their future lives.” 

Join Shoreham Village School today to experience 
our: 
• happy, caring, small and inclusive environment 
• superb team of dedicated and nurturing staff 
• wonderful facilities including iPads, extensive 

grounds and an allotment 
• range of before and after-school clubs 

Shoreham Village School is a ‘Good’ School 

Ofsted, April 2019 



NEWS FROM SHOREHAM VILLAGE SCHOOL, OCTOBER 2024 

We have had a few lovely pupil-led events over the past few weeks with Amelia 

representing the school and reading her Harvest piece beautifully at the church service - 

well done, Amelia!  Poppy was a huge help in sorting out all of the donations that were 

brought in by pupils and we had a lovely email from the 'Loaves and Fishes' food bank, 

thanking pupils, parents and staff for their donations.  Our Year 6 pupils did a wonderful 

job of hosting afternoon tea for our 'Over 60s' friends, completing crosswords, chatting 

and serving tea and coffee; they also sang 'Harvest Tango' to them as a treat.  One of our 

guests put a lovely thank you message on the village Facebook page, "...It was so 

lovely...Yr6 served us tea and sat and chatted to us...then gave those of us who wanted, 

a tour of the school.....We are so lucky that we still have such a thriving village 

school.  The children today were lovely...so polite and interesting to talk to."  In addition, 

to celebrate the end of Kindness Week, our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors gave every child 

a Kindness Cookie along with a lovely message of friendship that they added to each 

bag.  We are very proud of all our pupils who are active citizens for our local community. 

At the end of last week, the children learned about the Darent Valley Community Rail 

Partnership, who are working to improve the station facilities on the train line that runs 

through the village.  I have accepted the invitation for our pupils to design the mural that 

is to be painted on the platform wall and the artist, Ola, joined by Shoreham Society's 

John Saynor, visited us to tell us how we could provide her with the best possible 

material for the mural.  Together, the children chose the colour palette and then worked 

on creating their own elements for the mural.  It will be amazing to see the finished 

piece of art. 

We do hope that our friends in Shoreham Village feel that they are welcome to be part 

of the Friends of Shoreham School (FOSS), which is the fundraising group whose aim is 

to raise monies to benefit the pupils at the school.  Please do join us for our fundraising 

events which will be shared in the Gazette. 

If you would like to support the school further, we are always happy to hear from people 

who would be interested in volunteering to work with the pupils to hear readers or run a 

club, or for those who could bring skills to the Governing Body that will help to lead the 

school strategically to further improve.  If you would like to find out more about how 

you can help your village school in this way, please contact me via the school office; all 

volunteers are subject to a Disclosure and Barring Service Check and go through an 

induction and training programme. 

We still have some limited spaces for pupils available in some year groups, so if you 

know anyone who is looking for a small friendly school with high standards and lots of 

lovely outdoor space, please ask them to call us to arrange a tour. Phone:  01959 522228 

or email: office@shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

Gillian Lovatt-Young 

Headteacher 
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the nest handcrafted joinery 
Windows, Doors & Gates, Conservatories 
Interiors, Commercial, Survey & Design 

Newlands joinery are suppliers of the finest 
joinery and bespoke joinery within 

the Kent area. We pride ourselves on our 
craftmanship, expertise, knowledge and 

customer satisfaction. All of which are among 
some of the most important things to us. 

To find out more head over to our website
or give us a call.  

 
 

 
  
 

 

01959 522981 
info@newlandsjoinery.com 

www.newlandsjoinery.com 

Kent   Barn,Filston Farm,Filston Lane 
Shoreham Kent TN14 5JU 



COME TO OUR AUTUMN QUIZ 

Saturday 9 November at Shoreham Village Hall 7.00 for 7.30 start 

It’s time to test your brains again at our Autumn Quiz on Saturday 9 November with 

your friends. There will be tables of six, so it would be great if you could make up a 

team, or if you want to come on your own or with a friend, we can match you up with a 

table. Tasty nibbles will be provided, and you are welcome to bring your own as well. A 

pay bar will be open all evening selling wine, beer and soft drinks. We will be raising 

funds for the Swanley Trussell Trust food bank and for Age UK. Donations for the food 

bank will be welcome on the night. 

Tickets at £10 can be purchased in person from Shoreham Village Stores, or search for 

‘Autumn quiz night’ on  www.ticketsource.co.uk. For any enquiries, please contact Anne 

Deane on anne.darentvalley21@gmail.com or ring 07745 292556. 

The quiz is organised by the Darent Valley Branch of the Labour Party. 

Anne Deane, Sheila Birkin, Gavin Owen, Kate Britten, Madeleine Marshall, Lesley 

Spence, Jill Webster 

OVER 60S 

Wednesday 13th November— Bring and Buy sale. 2pm Village Hall. 

Wednesday 27th November—- visit to Ruxley Manor for tea. Details to follow. 

Huge thanks to Suna and Kath who arrange our programme throughout the year. 

TEMENOS CHAMBER CHOIR 

I heard a voice from Heaven. 

Saturday 23 November, 7.30pm in St John’s Church, Hildenborough. Celebrating the 

100th anniversary of Sir Charles Villiers Stanford’s death and the 150th anniversary of 

the birth of his pupil Gustav Holst, we offer a feast of music by two giants of the English 

choral tradition. 

Temenos director Patrick Craig has chosen Stanford’s glorious double-choir Latin 

Magnificat, followed by I heard a voice from Heaven and God and the Universe; his 

Three English motets, which include the exquisite Eternal Father; and the much-loved 

Three Latin motets - Beati quorum via, Justorum animae and Coelos ascendit. 

From Holst’s extensive repertoire we will perform The Evening-Watch, Sing me the men, 

Nunc dimittis and the glorious 8-part Ave Maria. Patrick will also sing Stanford’s 

beautiful To the Soul and Holst The heart worships; a treat, as those of you who came to 

Patrick’s recital for the Shoreham Festival of Music will know. 

Tickets £15 (£7 students). Book online at WWW.ticketsource.co.uk, in person at 

Sevenoaks bookshop, or ring 01959 523765. 

Kate Britten 
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Award winning sparkling and still wines 

grown locally in Shoreham 

01959 524008 

www.themountvineyard.co.uk 

Need help with 
I.T. issues ? 

Contact

Andrew 
Prosphero - IT Support 

t. 01732 742454 
m. 07957 648461 

andrew@prosphero.co.uk 

For professional and 
friendly advice and support 
for home and business use 

• Corns & calluses 
• Hard skin 

PRICES 

• Verrucas 
• Ingrown toe nails 
• Thickened fungal nails 
• Cracked heels 
• Toe nail cutting and care 
• Diabetic and High Risk Foot Care and Advice 

£40  

£35 over 65's 

YOUR HEALTHY FEET 
Foot Health Practitioners 

Mobile Foot Health Professional service 
in the comfort of your own home 

TREATMENTS 

Mobile: 07500 041535 
Email: sarah@yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 
Web: www.yourhealthyfeet.co.uk 

Helping hard working, 
health conscious people to 

solve their frustrating 
painful problems, regain 
mobility and get back to 

their active lives. 
at the Quadrangle, Shoreham 

www.itosteopathy.co.uk 
07738 017206 

Discovery session available 

@itosteo 

Back & Joint Pain ~ Muscular Aches & Pains ~ Injury Recovery & Prevention 

Find out how we can help 
no risk and no obligation 

-call or visit website for details 



CITIZENS ADVICE 

If you are a receiving the State Pension and little other income, do check whether you 

are eligible for Pension Credit. You can apply online at https://www.gov.uk/pension-

credit/how-to-claim - or if you prefer you can phone the Pension Credit phone line, 0800 

99 1234. They will check your eligibility. They will then send you the dreaded form 

which we can help you to fill in. 

We are helping an increasing number of clients who are finding it hard to make ends 

meet. If you are having trouble paying for essentials – Council Tax, rent, gas and 

electricity – do get in touch. We can check whether you are receiving the financial help 

government is targeting on certain groups, or help you to access other emergency funds 

and ways of reducing energy bills. You can ring us on the freephone number 0808 278 

7810 (10am-3pm, Monday-Friday – be prepared to hang on, as we are getting a hugely 

increased number of calls) or email advice@nwkent.cab.org.uk. There is also extensive 

up-to-date information on many other issues on the Citizens Advice public website 

www.citizensadvice.org.uk. 

Kate Britten 

DARENT VALLEY CHOIR 

Patrons: Sarah Hart Dyke and Rupert Bond 

Darent Valley Choir will be performing its Christmas Concert, “Christmas is Coming” 

at 7.30 pm on Saturday 30th November 2024 in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Farningham, 

under the directorship of Vicky Dowsett. The programme includes songs to delight you, 

an unusual treat or two by way of musical surprises, and a poem or two! Look out for 

our posters around the villages. 

Tickets are £12, under 18s free, available from choir members, at the door, or via our 

email address darentvc@gmail.com   

Another date for the diary: DVC’s Spring concert to be held at 7.30 pm on Saturday 10th 

May 2025, in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Shoreham. 

“My idea is that there is music in the air, music all around us; the world is full of it.”  

Edward Elgar 1857 – 1934 

Jean Shepherd, DVC Committee 

HARVEST 2024 REPORT 

I imagine that everyone can recall how wet England’s weather was between September 

2023 and late spring this year. Fieldwork and seed sowing was widely delayed, in some 

localities soils remained sodden or flooded and at worst were left uncropped. In the south 

east summer finally made an appearance in mid-July, facilitating a largely trouble-free 

cereal harvest, greatly welcomed by farmers.   

Grass suffers in drought but thrives in a wet year! Therefore, silage and hay cuts 

were large, filling the barns with forage for feeding during the approaching winter. In 

contrast lavender dislikes wet weather, so oil yields were the lowest for several years, 

although visitor interest in our purple landscape was undiminished. 
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Rated Outstanding by OFSTED, 
Shoreham Village Pre-school, offers a 
happy, safe and stimulating environment 
for your little one to start their education. 

Contact Michelle Philbrick 
T: 01959 52 55 77 
E: shoreham.preschool@yahoo.com 
W: www.shoreham.kent.sch.uk 

THE STUDIO
 now at the Education Centre, Coolings Nurseries, 

Rushmore Hill, Knockholt. TN14 7NN 

Tel: 01959 562192  or 07799 534191    
www.pilatesinsevenoaks.co.uk 

MAT & REFORMER CLASSES 
PRIVATE TUITION
SPORTS CONDITIONING 
REHABILITATION 

Otford based Private Hire Taxi 
for pre-booked trips: 

• Airports (we meet you in the Terminal) 

• Hospital visits (wait and return) 

• Cruise Terminals (luggage no problem) 

• London
• Days Out (golf, seaside etc) 

Ring Simon for a quote   07956 808747 
Email taxi@otford.net 



Unseasonally low daytime temperatures last spring provided challenges to 

horticultural growers, delaying the ripening of soft fruit and the maturing of vegetables. 

Often lean periods were followed by unhelpful, albeit temporary, gluts of produce. 

Apples & pears have bounced back from last year’s poor crop. Some trees were 

so heavy with fruit that a few boughs snapped under the weight. Of course, the October 

grape harvest – now a significant event in Kent – is well underway, but as I write it is 

too early to call if this year will produce vintage wines, both in quantity and quality. 

Although lower than last year, cereal yields were better than many had 

predicted. Similarly, ‘break’ crops of oilseeds, linseed and beans were all down in yield, 

but by less than expected, helped by maturing ripe for harvest during dry weather. 

In times past Shoreham folk could look to a cornfield and see a line of men 

steadily scything, followed by women and children binding corn into sheaves. Stored in 

barns or thatched stacks, the threshing of the grain, separating it from the straw and chaff, 

took place through the winter. Combine harvesters have revolutionised this manual work 

by ‘combining’ the cutting, threshing and cleaning into a single mechanised operation. 

The word ‘harvest’ comes from the Old English word hærfest meaning 

‘autumn’ - the season for gathering food off the land. For centuries past, a prosperous 

harvest would ensure that each local community would be fed throughout the impending 

winter. It’s therefore no surprise that harvest home was always greeted as a time for much 

celebration and thanksgiving.  

Dramatically fewer people are involved in gathering in the arable harvest today, 

so celebrations in the field are more muted now. We enjoy maintaining some traditions 

at Castle Farm so, on the evening of 21st August, we hand-cut a last sheaf of oats from 

in front of the approaching combine and shouted the traditional cry of “The Neck”.  

In years past these final ears of corn were considered of special reverence, so 

would be crafted into a corn doll and kept above the farmhouse hearth. In order to 

guarantee the success of the next harvest, it would be ploughed back into the land the 

following January on Plough Monday.  

William Alexander 9th October 2024 

Presentation Darent Valley Archaeology 28 Nov 

Please come to our public meeting in the Village Hall 

on Thursday 28 November at 7.30pm. Quite a lot of 

digging has been done in the Darent Valley over the 

last few years, thanks to the Darent Valley Landscape 

Partnership. This work has been led by Anne Sassin of 

the Kent Downs National Landscape Team and she will speak about archaeology at 

Lullingstone. There have been some fascinating discoveries. This will be followed by 

the Shoreham Society Annual General Meeting (AGM), but we promise this part will be 

kept short! You’ll have the opportunity to raise any issues of concern in the village. 

Refreshments and the famous cheesy biscuits will be available! William Alexander of 

Castle Farm will conclude the evening with a report of how things have been for 

agriculture in the past year. 
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Shoreham Shining Again! 

Did you see our incredible haul outside the Village Hall? 

A massive thank you to the 24 volunteers, including two newcomers, who came to the 

Village Hall on Saturday 12th October to sign up for jobs to make Shoreham Shine.  

Our achievements: 

• LITTER PICKED the A225 lay-by and right of the station, Station Road, the

Graveyard, Filston Lane, High Street to the triangle, Blind Alley, left of the

triangle, Cockerhurst Lane

• CUT BACK VEGETATION from around the Village Hall

• SWEPT the Church path, the Village Hall steps and the gutters in-front of the

Village Hall and the Walnut Tree cottages

• WEEDED the paths around the Village Hall, and the pavement in-front of the

Village Hall and the Walnut Tree cottages

• CLEANED and WASHED the telephone box

• REMOVED GUARDS from trees in the woods

• SOCIALISED as we worked and later whilst chatting over a cuppa and some

tasty treats.

Our more interesting hauls included: two car tyres, four hub caps, a huge spring, and a 

pair of red high heeled shoes! 

A big thank you to the volunteers who hedge cut, tidy and tend flowers throughout the 

year around the Village Hall. An especially big thank you also to the people who 

regularly litter pick in the village throughout the year. It is because of you that more 

outlying lanes can be litter picked during Shoreham Shine. See you in March! 

Please remember to keep the pavements in front of your house clear of plants to enable 

ease of access for all pedestrians. 

Train News 

A couple of months ago, we reported that pay-as-you-go contactless train tickets were to 

be introduced on the lines through Shoreham and Sevenoaks in September. This didn’t 

happen – because of the hacking of Transport for London’s systems – as the contactless 

system is operated by TfL. No new date has been announced. 

In the meantime, do please use our excellent local train services – Shoreham to London 

Bridge in 38 minutes (change at Swanley), for example. And don’t forget that you can 

always travel in the ‘first class’ sections of our local trains at no extra charge. 

Santa’s Coming 

Santa will be visiting Shoreham as usual this year on Christmas Eve – watch this space! 

Chris Euman and John Saynor, Joint Chair (shorehamsociety@gmail.com) 
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HISTORY NOTES: SHOREHAM POVERTY IN THE 1930S 

These notes were written by the late Joy Saynor about her childhood before the war and 

give a flavour of people’s struggles in the Great Depression. They have recently been 

uncovered in the archives of the Shoreham Historical Society. 

Young men, unemployed and looking for work, were a common sight in 

Shoreham in the late 1930s. Often they slept rough on the seats on the Rec. Many times 

I was sent as a child – and went very unwillingly – to ask them into our cottage for tea 

and sometimes breakfast. One of these men came back during the war, in uniform. I think 

he was stationed nearby and he brought my mother a little present for helping him a few 

years before. 

Perhaps rather more tramps came through Shoreham than other villages because 

of “Miss Berkeley’s” (as it was known in the village) at Little Timberden. Miss Berkeley 

and a friend, Miss Cobbold, had been sent to the area as land girls in the 1914-18 war. 

Afterwards, she and her father came to Little Timberden. Her father had been a physician 

in the East End for many years, as his tombstone in the churchyard testifies. 

Miss Berkeley was a devout Roman Catholic and established a refuge for 

tramps in the outbuildings of her home. One barn became a sleeping area, another a 

chapel. Tramps could stay only one night and would be given breakfast, two-and-

sixpence and a pair of mended boots on their departure. Miss Cobbold comes into the 

story again because it seems that she is why the restored wooden carving of Christ on the 

cross which formed a little sanctuary further along the lane was sent, after it was 

vandalised, to the Catholic convent at Quidenham in Norfolk. 

I am reminded of the miner’s daughter (who may have been called Mary) who 

came to be a housemaid to the Brownes at Orchard House. She often had tea with us. My 

mother discovered that she was very lonely: she had never left home before and was very 

young. Her father had been laid off in the South Wales mines and it was necessary for 

her to come to the (relatively) prosperous south-east to earn money to send home to her 

family. She did not return to Wales but married a man from the village, and lived for 

many years in Sevenoaks and then, I think, in the Bexley area. 

In the late 1930s, only the wealthiest families – the Mildmays, Gregorys, 

Dunsanys and Cohens – tended to have cars. I don’t think the vicar, Mr Payne, had one. 

The cheap day return ticket to London was two-and-nine, and at one time there were 

early tickets for workmen which were cheaper still. Few people were comfortably off. 

Villagers were always in need of outworn clothes that could be given to them – and also 

toys for the children. Being, I suppose, a rather ungenerous child, I hated having 

cherished toys given away, and certainly didn’t appreciate being told that the village 

children needed them more than I did! 

Joy Saynor 

FRIENDS OF SHOREHAM CHURCH 

Date  for your diary: Burns Supper in the church, Friday 24th January 2025   Dinner and 

dancing. More details in next Gazette. 

If anyone would like to help the committee with events organising, please call 

Agneta 07936 432700 
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THE ARTS SOCIETY SEVENOAKS 

Lectures on all genres of art take place monthly at Walthamstow Hall, Holly Bush Lane 

in Sevenoaks. Wine is served from 7.30pm before each lecture which starts at 8pm, on 

the second Thursday of the month.   It is extremely good value at £50 for the programme 

of lectures. This is a wonderful way of learning more about art from experts who deliver 

extremely high quality, illustrated lectures. 

Do contact secretary.sevenoaksartssoc@gmail.com for more information. Guests are 

welcome to come along for a taster session, to get an idea of The Arts Society and if it is 

for them! Study Days and outings are organised to look at certain periods of art in more 

depth. Art is for everyone and we hope you may feel inspired to come along. 

Kath Dymoke 

SHOREHAM & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

For our October meeting we welcomed Stuart Robinson who gave a grim but entertaining 

talk on crime in London in the 18th and 19th centuries. He took us through the troubled 

rise of effective policing, the many forms of punishment for wrongdoers, and stories of 

the capital’s most notorious villains - from Dick Turpin and Jonathan Wild to Jenny 

Diver and the Whitechapel Murderer. 

At our November meeting Alan Williams will talk about Doodlebugs over the Darent 

Valley. For more news reports & photos look at the Historical Society website  

https://shorehamhistory.weebly.com/ 

Lynda Alleeson 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2024 

Friday 1 Coffee and Chat Church Room 10.30am 

Friday 1 November Nibbles Church 6-8pm

Saturday 2 Allotments Association AGM Allotments site 11am 

Tuesday 5 WI Neals Yard talk Village Hall 7.30pm 

Friday 8 RBL AGM Village Hall 2pm 

Saturday 9 Autumn Quiz Village Hall  7.30pm 

Wednesday 13 Over 60s Bring and Buy sale Village Hall 2pm 

Thursday 14 WI Community Coffee Morning Village Hall 10am 

Saturday 23 Temenos Chamber Choir  St John’s Church, Hildenborough

7.30pm 

Wednesday 27 Over 60s visit to Ruxley Manor for tea Details to follow 

Thursday 28 Shoreham Society talk and AGM Village Hall 7.30pm 

Saturday 30 Darent Valley Choir Christmas Concert ‘Christmas is Coming’ 

St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Farningham 7.30pm 
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SHOREHAM GAZETTTE 

Do take a good look at our adverts for local services. The Stag is updated every month 

with their latest stage and screen productions.  If you would like to know more about 

advertising with us please contact julieshoreham@gmail.com 

Donations are welcome to Ken Fowler, on distribution, or bank transfer to SHOREHAM 

P C C Sort code 090155 Account number 00193703 Reference your name and gazette 

Copy for December/January Gazette by 19th November to shorehamgazette@gmail.com 

Word attachment in Times New Roman 10 and single spacing, please. 

Editor Anna Fischel shorehamgazette@gmail.com 

Distribution Ken Fowler 79 High Street TN14 7TB      01959 522365 

Advertising Julie Carder julieshoreham@gmail.com        07415 209432 

Postal Gazettes Pauline Clark paulineshoreham@gmail.com 
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Shoreham Village Hall 
Weddings . Parties . 
Lectures . Societies . 

Functions . Meetings. 
Free WiFi 

To check availability: 
https://shorehamvillagehall.co.uk/hal 
lbooking/ 
Bookings by email only: 
bookings@shorehamvillagehall.co.uk 

Shoreham Pavilion Available for Hire 
A fully accessible, beautiful, wooden building 
with central reception space, kitchen and 
changing rooms set overlooking the school 
playing fields and Spellers’ Wood. 

The facility is ideal for evening or weekend 
events, adult or children’s learning or music 
groups, and as a meeting room for social 
groups. The Changing Rooms are available
to hire separately in conjunction with use of 
the field. 

For all enquiries, please contact the 
School Office on 01959 522228. 

SHOREHAM VILLAGE PLAYERS 

Are you interested in acting, singing, 
directing, lighting & sound, stage 
design & construction, costumes… 
having a lot of fun and making
friends for life? 

THEN COME AND JOIN US! 

Email: 
shorehamvillageplayers@gmail.com 

Or call Janet Heuston on: 
01959 523 979 

Shoreham & Otford CC 
offers: 

• Saturday and Sunday men’s cricket
• We play in divisions 1, 4 and 8 of the Kent County Village League

• Women’s cricket
•  Junior coaching for boys & girls age 7-15 from April - July

• Winter nets at St Michael’s School
• The ground and pavilion can be hired, call Laurence for details

 NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

www.socc.uk
Find us on Instagram: @shorehamotfordcc Or Facebook: shoreham-otford-cricket-club 

And you can even search for Shoreham Otford Cricket on Youtube

Contact: Laurence Cooper • 07950 436009
Email - Seniors Men: sandoccavailabilities@gmail.com 

Juniors: chrispollard_1@yahoo.com
Women: niceynz@gmail.com



Contact Sophie Marsh on
01959 525656/07752 164452

sophie@darenthulme.co.uk
darenthulme.co.uk

Darent Hulme, Shacklands Rd.
Shoreham, Kent TN14 7TU

Self-contained 
detached 
barn, offering 
comfortable and 
quietly stylish 
accommodation

BED & BREAKFAST

Darent Hulme Barn 

SHOREHAM 
ALLOTMENTS 
ASSOCIATION 
Grow your own! 

Annual rents 
• Full plot £25
• Half plot £15

• Quarter plot £10
Membership Secretary

Vannessa Hills 
v.hills098@gmail.com






